MARVEL CINEMATIC UNIVERSE

The Entire MCU,
Explained.

From Tony Stark's first flight to Doctor Doom's arrival — one illustrated
guide to the Infinity Saga, the Multiverse, and the road to Avengers:
Doomsday.
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FRONT MATTER - HOW TO READ THIS GUIDE

Complicated made clear.

The MCU spans nearly two decades, dozens of films and series, and two
enormous storylines. This guide is built for someone starting from zero — every

idea is shown visually first, then explained in plain language.

Every spread answers one question: why does this matter? This edition realises
all fifteen parts — a single, consistent design system carrying you from the

studio's origins to the road to Doomsday.

Marvel's artwork and logos are copyrighted. Every image well below is a placeholder marked

for the licensed art that belongs there — the layout, type, data and writing are original.

® Canon
Confirmed on screen or by Marvel Studios. The spine of this guide.

® Soft canon
Implied or referenced, but not spelled out. Widely accepted.

Informed theory
Reasoned speculation where official info is missing. Labelled as such.

Rumor
Unconfirmed reports. Interesting, but treat with caution.




CONTENTS THE COMPLETE FIELD GUIDE

Fifteen parts. Complete.

The complete visual encyclopedia — all fifteen parts, plus a character feature and sourcing colophon.

0L What is the MCU? Iy TELS SPITICH 09 The Multiverse IN THIS EDITION
02 Every MCU movie IN THIS EDITION 10 Time travel & the Quantum Realm IN THIS EDITION
03 Disney+ series IN THIS EDITION 11 Technology & artifacts IN THIS EDITION
04  The Infinity Saga & the Stones IN THIS EDITION 12 Power scale IN THIS EDITION
05  Character encyclopedia IN THIS EDITION 13 Movie connection map IN THIS EDITION
06 Villain encyclopedia Iy MEMS MR 14 Complete watch orders IN THIS EDITION

The Avengers & the teams IN THIS EDITION 15 Road to Avengers: Doomsday IN THIS EDITION

08 The Sacred Timeline & the TVA IN THIS EDITION *




PART ONE

What is the MCU?

One studio. One connected story. Every film and series is a chapter in a
single ongoing saga — that's the whole idea, and it had never been done

at this scale before.




Comics vs. Studios

Two different things share the Marvel name. Knowing which is which clears up most of the confusion.

Marvel Comics

Eight decades of printed stories. Thousands of characters across hundreds of

parallel universes. Sprawling, contradictory, endlessly rebooted — the raw

material.

Format Print & digital comics
Continuity Many universes (the Multiverse)
Main comics Earth Earth-616

Why it matters: the films borrow characters and events from the comics but tell their own version. When lore seems to disagree with a comic, the movie's version is what counts for the MCU.

SINCE 2008

Marvel Studios (the MCU)

The film-and-TV universe that began with Iron Man . A single, carefully planned

continuity where every project connects — led since day one by Kevin Feige.

Format Films & Disney+ series
Continuity One shared timeline
Its universe is also called Earth-616




PART ONE THE SHAPE OF THE STO

Phases & Sagas

The MCU is organised into phases (release waves) that group into two giant sagas . Each saga builds to an
Avengers finale.

The Infinity Saga JOEE = DS o Bhemes dd
PHASE 1 - 2008-12 PHASE 2 - 2013-15 PHASE 3 - 2016-19
Iron Man — The Avengers Iron Man 3 — Ant-Man Civil War — Endgame + Far From Home
2021 2027 Pha
WandaVision — the Disney+ era begins Quantumania — Thunderbolts* Fantastic Four — Doomsday — Secret Wars

e cavon Each saga's finale is an Avengers film:  Endgame (2019) closed the Infinity Saga; (Dec 2027) will close the Multiverse Saga.




The four tiers of canon

Not everything you read online is equally reliable. This guide sorts every claim into one of four levels — and tells
you which one you're reading.

[ [

Canon Soft canon Informed theory

Shown on screen or stated by Marvel Strongly implied or referenced, but never Reasoned prediction where Marvel hasn't
Studios. Locked-in fact. spelled out directly. confirmed anything yet.

Rumor

Unverified reports and leaks. Fun, but
hold it loosely.



PART TWO

Every MCU Film.

Forty-plus theatrical films across six phases — laid out in release order so you

can see the whole story assemble, one movie at a time.




PART TWO - THE INFINITY

& A AR

SAGA ON

23 films, 2008-2019

Iron Man

Iron Man 3

Captain America: Civil War

Avengers: Infinity War %

The Incredible Hulk

Thor: The Dark World

Doctor Strange

Ant-Man and the Wasp

Iron Man 2

Captain America: The Winter
Soldier

Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2

Captain Marvel

Thor

Guardians of the Galaxy

Spider-Man: Homecoming

Avengers: Endgame %

Captain America: The First
Avenger

Avengers: Age of Ultron

Thor: Ragnarok

Spider-Man: Far From Home

The Avengers %

Ant-Man

Black Panther




PART TWO - THE MULTIV

ERSE SAGA ON FILM

2021 onward — in progress

Black Widow

Black Panther: Wakanda
Forever

Thunderbolts*

Shang-Chi

Ant-Man and the Wasp:
Quantumania

The Fantastic Four: First Steps
*

Eternals

Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3

Spider-Man: Brand New Day

Spider-Man: No Way Home *

The Marvels

Avengers: Doomsday %

Doctor Strange in the
Multiverse of Madness

Deadpool & Wolverine %

Avengers: Secret Wars %

Thor: Love and Thunder

Captain America: Brave New
World




PART THREE

The Disney+ Series.

Television became canon. Since 2021 the streaming shows have carried real

weight — some are essential viewing, others rich side-stories.




PART THREE - WHAT TO WATCH, AND WHY

The streaming era

Loki s1-2

Introduces the TVA, the Sacred Timeline and He Who
Remains — the spine of the whole saga.

Hawkeye

Clint passes the mantle to Kate Bishop; introduces
Kingpin to the MCU.

Secret Invasion

A Nick Fury spy thriller about shape-shifting Skrulls on
Earth.

WandaVision

Wanda's grief becomes the Scarlet Witch — direct setup
for Multiverse of Madness.

Moon Knight

A standalone dive into Egyptian gods and dissociative
identity — mostly self-contained.

Echo

Maya Lopez's story; the first Marvel Spotlight, viewable
on its own.

The Falcon and the Winter Soldier

RECOMMENDED 2021

Sam Wilson takes up the shield to become the new
Captain America.

Ms. Marvel

RECOMMENDED 2022

Introduces Kamala Khan, who then co-leads The
Marvels.

What If...?

RECOMMENDED 2021-24

Animated multiverse anthology — the clearest primer on
parallel realities.

She-Hulk: Attorney at Law

A legal comedy that reintroduces Daredevil to the MCU.

Ironheart

Riri Williams builds on Tony Stark's legacy; introduces
magic-vs-tech themes.

X-Men '97

RECOMMENDED 202

Revival of the beloved '90s animated series — a mutant
primer before Doomsday.

Agatha All Along

RECOMMENDED 2024

A WandaVision spin-off deepening the MCU's witchcraft
and the road to Wiccan.

Marvel Zombies

Animated horror spin-off of What If...? — a self-
contained alternate reality.

Daredevil: Born Again
RECOMMENDED 2025

Matt Murdock vs. Kingpin, now fully inside the MCU's
street level.

Upcoming

Wonder Man, Vision Quest and more continue the

streaming universe.




FOUR

The Infinity Saga.

Eleven years of films spun around one object of desire: six Infinity Stones
that, together, can reshape reality itself — and the Titan determined to collect

them.




PART FOUR THE SIX SINGULARITIES

The Infinity Stones

Six remnants of the universe's creation, each governing one fundamental force. Assembled in a gauntlet, they grant near-

omnipotence.

® Space

Opens portals anywhere in existence. Powered the Tesseract
that HYDRA and Loki fought over.

® Power

Immense destructive energy. Sealed in the Orb the Guardians
fought over on Xandar.

Controls minds and consciousness. Hidden in Loki's scepter;
later gave life to Vision.

® Time

Rewinds, fast-forwards and loops time. Worn by Doctor Strange
as the Eye of Agamotto.

® Reality

Bends reality and matter to the user's will. Appeared as the
liquid Aether in Thor: The Dark World.

® Soul

OR R ORANGE

Governs life and the soul itself. Demands "a soul for a soul" —
the sacrifice on Vormir.




PART FOUR -+ THE CLIMAX

Thanos, the Snap & the Blip

How eleven years of films resolved in two: Infinity War (2018) and Endgame (2019).

02 - 2018-23
The Snap The Blip
Thanos completes the Gauntlet and erases half Five years pass with the vanished gone.
of all life in the universe with a single snap. The survivors grieve; the world adapts to
being halved.

The Time Heist "l am Iron Man"

Using the Quantum Realm, the Avengers snaps away Thanos and his army —
travel back to collect the stones from the sacrificing his life to save everyone.

past and reverse the Snap.

Why it matters: the time heist splinters the timeline and plants the seeds of the Multiverse Saga — and Tony's death is the emotional anchor the entire franchise still orbits.




PART FIVE

Character Encyclopedia.

The people behind the powers. Who they are, what they can do, and where

they stand right now.




PART FIVE - THE CORE ROSTER

Heroes at a glance

Status: active - legacy passed on -

Iron Man

Genius inventor in powered armor. Founded the
Avengers.

Spider-Man

PARK

Black Panther

Wakanda's protector; the mantle now carried by Shuri.

Wall-crawler whose identity the world has now forgotten.

Captain America

Super-soldier and moral compass. Shield now carried by
SEINN

Doctor Strange

Master of the Mystic Arts and guardian of reality's
barriers.

Ant-Man

ANG

Shrinks and grows via Pym Particles; unlocked the time
heist.

Thor

God of Thunder wielding Stormbreaker. Now roams the
COSMOS.

Scarlet Witch

Reality-warping chaos magic. Presumed dead after
Mount Wundagore.

Shang-Chi

Master martial artist wielding the Ten Rings.

Hulk

3ANNER

Scientist and unstoppable green force, now merged as
"Smart Hulk."

Captain Marvel

Cosmic powerhouse — one of the strongest heroes
alive.

Loki

Trickster turned timekeeper — now holds the timelines
together.




SIX

Villain Encyclopedia.

A hero is only as good as the threat they face. These are the antagonists who

raised the stakes — ranked by how dangerous they truly are.




PART SIX - THE THREAT INDEX

Ranked by danger

Threat level reflects raw power and scale of ambition — how much of reality was at risk.

Thanos — erase half of all life

Kang the Conqueror — conquer all timelines

Hela — Goddess of Death

The High Evolutionary — engineer a perfect species
Ultron — "save" Earth by ending humanity

Red Skull — HYDRA world domination

Doctor Doom — rule the Multiverse
Dormammu — consume the universe

Scarlet Witch — grief-driven, Multiverse of Madness
Gorr the God Butcher — «ill every god

Green Goblin — break Spider-Man

Kingpin — rule New York's underworld




SEVEN

The Teams.

No hero wins alone. From the original Avengers to the New Avengers, the
Guardians and beyond — the alliances that shape every crisis.




PART SEVEN -+ WHO FIGHTS TOGETHER

The alliances

Six teams, one growing war. The Multiverse Saga is building toward all of them fighting side by side.

The Avengers ST, 2012

Earth's Mightiest Heroes, assembled by Nick Fury to face threats no single
hero could.

Iron Man - Captain America - Thor - Hulk - Black Widow - Hawkeye

The Fantastic Four

Marvel's First Family, arriving from Earth-828 with cosmic powers.

Mr. Fantastic - Invisible Woman - Human Torch : The Thing

The New Avengers

Reformed antiheroes revealed as the world's new team at the end of
Thunderbolts*.

Yelena - Bucky - Red Guardian - Ghost - U.S. Agent - Sentry

The X-Men .

Mutants sworn to protect a world that fears them — entering the MCU via

the Multiverse.

Professor X - Wolverine - Storm - Cyclops - Jean Grey - Magneto

Guardians of the Galaxy

A ragtag cosmic crew protecting the galaxy, now led by Rocket.

Star-Lord - Gamora - Rocket - Groot - Drax - Nebula - Mantis

Young Avengers

The next generation being seeded across recent films and series.

Kate Bishop - Kamala Khan - Cassie Lang - Wiccan - America Chavez




PART EIGHT

The Sacred Timeline.

One safe path through time — and the bureaucracy that once pruned every

deviation. Understand this and the Multiverse Saga clicks into place.




PART EIGHT - HOW TIME BRANCHED

From one path to infinite branches

The TVA kept a single timeline intact by pruning any deviation. When Loki ended that, time was free to branch — and the
Multiverse bloomed.

The Sacred Timeline
The single "approved" flow of history the TVA protected.

Nexus events
Moments where someone strays from their destined path, spawning a branch.

The TVA

The Time Variance Authority — the agency that once pruned every branch.

He Who Remains
The being who created the TVA to stop his own dangerous variants — the Kangs.

Loki's choice
Loki now sits at the center, manually holding the branches alive — the Multiverse Saga's fragile status quo.




PART NINE

The Multiverse.

Infinite parallel realities, each its own "Earth." It's how Marvel unites the old
Fox and Sony movies with the MCU — and the battlefield the whole Multiverse

Saga is fought on.




PART NINE A MAP OF REAI

Every world has a number

Marvel labels each universe with an "Earth-" designation. Here are the ones that matter most for the films.

The Sacred Timeline

The main MCU — where Iron Man, the Avengers and nearly
everything you've seen takes place.

The Fox X-Men

Two decades of X-Men films. Its heroes finally cross into the
MCU via the Multiverse.

838
The llluminati's world

Visited in Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of Madness — home
to a different roster of heroes.

The Spider-Verse
Sony's Spider-Man worlds — bridged in No Way Home , where
three Spider-Men met.

een;

The Fantastic Four
The retro-1960s reality of The Fantastic Four: First Steps (2025)

— Marvel's First Family.

What If
Animated realities

The What If...? series explores countless "what could have
happened" branches — all canon.




PART NINE ©

Crossing over — and colliding

Universes normally stay separate. Three things let characters cross — and one catastrophe destroys worlds entirely.

A Magic — Doctor Strange .
Spells can tear openings between realities — and, when they go wrong, crack the barriers apart. I n cu rs I OnS

B The Quantum Realm & the TVA
A dimension beneath time. The Time Variance Authority polices crossings from outside it.

C Sheer power — Wanda, Doom

When two universes drift into each other, they collide — and one, or both, is
Beings strong enough can force their way across on their own.

annihilated. Incursions are the doomsday clock of the Multiverse Saga, and the

reason its finale is titled




TEN

Time Travel & the
Quantum Realm.

The MCU's time travel has one firm rule that a lot of fans get wrong. Here's how

it actually works — and why it created the Multiverse.




PART TEN - THE RULES OF

The one rule that matters

Forget "change the past to fix the present." In the MCU, the past can't be rewritten — changing it only spins off a

THE 3
The Quantum Realm X You can't change your own past
A dimension smaller than atoms where time and space stop behaving normally — the doorway to time travel. Altering history doesn't fix your present — the timeline you came from stays exactly as it was.
v Changes create a branch
Pym Particles

Interfering with the past spawns a new parallel timeline instead — the seed of the Multiverse.
Hank Pym's shrinking tech — the only way to safely enter and navigate the Realm.

v Return the stones to avoid branches
Cap put every borrowed stone back at the exact moment it was taken, closing the branches they'd have
caused.

The Time Heist
In Endgame, the Avengers used both to revisit past events and borrow the Infinity Stones.

Why it matters: the time heist is literally what cracked the timeline open — connecting the Infinity Saga's ending to the Multiverse Saga's central crisis.




PART ELEV \

Te&hnology & Artifacts.

The machines, metals and magic objects that make the impossible routine —

and often decide who wins.




PART ELEVEN - THE BUILDING BLOCKS

The MCU's essential tech

The inventions and materials that recur across the whole saga.

The Arc Reactor Nanotech Armor Vibranium

Tony Stark's miniaturized clean-energy core — it keeps him alive and The Mark 50+ suits form instantly from a housing unit, shaping Wakanda's near-indestructible, energy-absorbing metal. Makes Cap's
powers every Iron Man suit. weapons on demand — the peak of Stark engineering. shield and powers a nation.

Pym Particles Mysterio's Illlusions TVA Technology

Shrink or enlarge any matter — and the key that unlocked Quantum- Drone-projected holograms so convincing they faked a multiverse — a Time-manipulating tools — TemPads, reset charges and pruning

Realm time travel. warning that not all "cosmic" threats are real. devices — that operate outside of time itself.




Power Scale.

Who would actually win? A tiered look at the MCU's hierarchy of power — from
street-level fighters to cosmic beings who outrank gods.




PART TWELVE -+ THE HIERARCHY OF POWER

Six tiers of strength

Bottom to top — each tier can generally overpower everything below it.

Abstract /

Cosmic The Living Tribunal - The Watchers - Eternity - (Galactus — world-eater)
Multiversal Scarlet Witch - Doctor Doom - Kang variants - Dormammu

Cosmic-

powered Captain Marvel - Thanos - Hela - Gorr - Jean Grey (Phoenix)

Gods &

sorcerers Thor - Doctor Strange - Vision - Hulk

Enhanced Captain America - Spider-Man - Black Panther - Wolverine - Shang-Chi

Street level

Iron Man (armor) - Black Widow - Hawkeye - Daredevil - Kingpin




R THIRTEEN

The Connection Map.

Everything links to everything. This is the MCU's story engine as a single

diagram — the threads that tie the whole universe together.




PART THIRTEEN - HOW IT ALL

The threads of the saga

Iron Man
where it began

Thanos
the Snap & Blip

The Multiverse
infinite branches

Infinity

Stones

THE HUB

The Avengers
assembled by Fury

Time Heist
cracks the timeline

Doomsday
the collision point




Watch Orders.

However much time you have, there's a way in. Pick the path that fits you —
from a two-film crash course to the full completionist marathon.




PART FOURTEEN - CHOOSE YOUR ATH

Five ways to watch

There's no wrong order — only the one that suits your time and goals.

Absolute Beginner Release Order

The greatest hits: Iron Man — The Avengers — Winter Soldier —
Guardians — Infinity War — Endgame — No Way Home — Deadpool
& Wolverine.

Watch everything in the order it premiered (2008 —). The way the
story was meant to unfold, with every surprise intact.

Family-Friendly Doomsday Prep

Skip the R-rated and darker entries: the Avengers films, Guardians,

Endgame — Loki (S1-2) — No Way Home — Multiverse of Madness
Ant-Man, Spider-Man, Black Panther, Captain Marvel.

— Deadpool & Wolverine — Thunderbolts* — Fantastic Four.

Chronological

By in-universe timeline: start with Captain America: The First Avenger
(1940s) and Captain Marvel (1990s), then forward.

Ultimate Completionist

EVERYTHING

Every film and series, woven in timeline order — including the
animated What If...? branches. The full journey.




FIFTEEN

:fhe Road to

Everything the Multiverse Saga has been building toward. Here's exactly what

you need to understand before Avengers: Doomsday — in theaters December
18, 2026.




PART FIFTEEN - YOUR PRE-FLIGHT CHECKLIST

Eight things to know first

Master these and you'll walk into Doomsday fully caught up.

01 The Fantastic Four exist * 05 Loki anchors the timeline °
Introduced in First Steps (2025) from their own universe, Earth-828. At the end of his series, Loki becomes the being holding the branching timelines together.
02 Doctor Doom is the villain © 06 The New Avengers assembled
Played by Robert Downey Jr. — revealed at Comic-Con in July 2024. Thunderbolts* (2025) reveals its team as the world's New Avengers.
03 The Multiverse is unstable 07 Deadpool & the X-Men are in ©
Incursions are destroying realities — the crisis Doom exploits. Deadpool & Wolverine (2024) folded the Fox mutants into the Multiverse.
04 Kang was set up, then dropped 08 Secret Wars is the finale *

Marvel pivoted the saga's big bad from Kang to Doom; expect the story to bridge that. Doomsday leads directly into Avengers: Secret Wars (Dec 2027).




PART FIFTEEN - THE ANTAGONIST & THE FINALE

Avengers: Doomsday

Heroes from three universes — the Avengers, the Fantastic Four and the X-Men — collide against
Doom. Directed by the Russo brothers ( Infinity War, Endgame).

Avengers: Secret Wars

IMAGE PLATE The finale of Phase Six and the entire Multiverse Saga — expected to resolve the incursions and reset
Doctor Doom — key art the MCU.

3 27+ ~165

UNIVERSES CAST CONFIRMED

Doctor Doom

In a bold twist, the actor who launched the MCU as Iron Man returns — not as Tony Stark,
but as its greatest villain. A genius and monarch whose motives tie directly to the fractured

Multiverse.




Tony Stark

"l am Iron Man." — the first words, and nearly
IRON MAN - THE MAN WHO STARTED IT ALL - 2008-2019 the last, of the Infinity Saga.
A billionaire arms-maker is kidnapped, has a change of heart, and In 2026, Robert Downey Jr. returns to the MCU — but as

builds a suit to escape. He spends the next decade turning Doctor Doom , not Tony Stark. The face that built this

selfishness into sacrifice. . .
universe now threatens to unmake it. However Doom

connects to Stark is Marvel's biggest guarded secret.

In Endgame , Tony snaps away Thanos and dies saving the
universe — the emotional heart the whole MCU still returns to.

i
"LATE
Mark I — Mark LXXXV
LUT
From a hand-built suit of scrap in a cave to the nanotech Mark 85 — f— —
80+ armors charting a genius's obsession with protecting the world.




COLOPHON WHY EVERYTHING MATTERS

One story, told for a generation.

The MCU works because it treats dozens of films as a single, patient story — planting a seed
in one movie and paying it off a decade later. Understand the stones, the sagas and the
Multiverse, and the whole thing snaps into focus.

From the studio's origins to the road to Doomsday, all fifteen parts share one design
language — the movie guide, the encyclopedias, the sagas, the multiverse, the power scales
and the watch orders, assembled into a single reference.

The Entire MCU, Explained.

Every date and fact was cross-checked across multiple sources. Speculation is labelled as

; unconfirmed reports as

CA Sri Harsha




