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WHAT IS METADATA 
Introduction to Metadata: 

Metadata in  music  is  a l l  the essentia l  i nformati on that

identif ies your  track—l ike song t it l e ,  art ist  name,  I SRC

code,  and more.  Think of  i t  as  the “ ID”  for  each song,

a l lowing p latforms,  l isteners,  and r ights organizat i ons

to recognize,  track,  and catalog your  music  accurately .

Why should you care ?

For  music ians,  metadata is  crucia l  for  

two main  reasons:

Discoverabil ity:  P latforms use metadata to  hel p

l isteners f ind your  music .  Accurate genre,

language,  and t it le  data mean your  song reaches

the r i ght  audience.

Royalties and Revenue:  Metadata ensures your

royalt ies are  proper ly  a l located.  Mi ssing or

incorrect  metadata can lead to  uncla i med royal t i es,

often referred to  as “b lack box royalt ies,”  where

the earnings s it  uncla imed due to  missi ng detai l s .

In  India ,  register ing with  organi zat ions l ike  IPRS and

PPL India ,  and having accurate metadata is  essentia l

to  receiv i ng both domestic  and internat ional  royal t i es,

as the Indian music  market  is  expanding across d ig i ta l

p latforms.



METADATA BASICS
Key Elements of Metadata

A detai led breakdown of  each component that  makes

up comprehensive music  metadata:

Song Tit le:  Consistent  and correct  across a l l

p latforms.

1 .

Artist  Name:  Inc lude the main  art ist  and any

features.

2 .

ISRC Code  ( Internat ional  Standard Recording

Code) :  Unique to  each recordi ng,  necessary  for

tracki ng streams and royalt i es.

3 .

UPC Code  (Universal  Product  Code) :  Used for

albums or  col lect i ons;  essentia l  for  physical  and

digita l  sales tracking.

4 .

Composer(s)  and Lyricist(s) :  The names of  the

people  who created the song.

5 .

Producer(s):  Essentia l  for  credit ing the fu l l

creat ive team.

6 .

Publisher(s):  I f  you have a  publ isher ,  include thei r

i nfo to  secure a  port ion of  royalt ies.

7 .

Release Date:  Ensures smooth d istr ibut ion and

correct  cataloging on streaming servi ces.

8 .

Genre and Language:  Helps p latforms recommend

your  music  to  the r i ght  audience.

9 .

Copyright Information:  Typical ly  held  by  the r i ghts

owner—whether  i t 's  you,  your  label ,  or  a  publ i sher .

10 .

Album Artwork:  H igh-qual ity  cover  art  that

represents the song v isual ly .

11 .



METADATA BASICS
Where to find the information ?

Copyright Information:  I f  you’ re  independent,  you

hol d  the copyr ight ,  or  i t  may be hel d  by  your  l abel .

You can a lso register  with  the Copyr ight  Off i ce of

India .

1 .

UP C Code:  Avai lable  through most d i g i ta l

d istr i butors or  from GS1 Indi a .

2 .

ISRC Code:  You can get  ISRCs from IMI  ( I ndi an

Music  Industry) ,  or  automatical ly  through

distr i butors l ike  DistroKid  or  CD Baby.

3 .

Composer,  Lyricist,  and Publisher  Info:  Col l ect

these detai ls  from al l  involved creators.  I f  you have

a publ ishing agreement,  note the publ isher 's  i nfo.

4 .

Genre and Language:  Choose from the avai l abl e

opti ons on your  d istr ibut ion p latform.

5 .

Release Date:  Decide on th i s  date when pl anni ng

your  re lease schedule.

6 .

PRO Registration:7 .

IPRS  ( Indian Performing Right  Soci ety)  for

songwriters  and composers,  col lect ing royal t ies

from publ ic  performance.

PPL India  (Ph onographic  Performance L i mi ted)

for  royalt ies on recordings,  benefic i a l  for

performers and labels .

Each of  these elements i s  necessary  to  make sure

your  song is  correct ly  cataloged,  tracked,  and that  a l l

royalt ies are  col lected.



METADATA CHECKLIST
Before you re lease a  song,  use this  checkl i st  to

conf i rm that  every  cr it ical  metadata component i s

compl ete:

Song Tit le:  Accurate and consistent.1 .

Artist  Name:  Correct  spel l ing  for  pr i mary  and

featured art ists.

2 .

ISRC Code:  Unique code obtai ned and entered.3 .

UPC Code:  For  a lbums or  EPs,  i f  appl icable .4 .

Composer(s)  and Lyricist(s):  Names included.5 .

Producer(s):  Names included.6 .

Publisher(s):  I f  appl icabl e ,  add publ isher  detai l s .7 .

Release Date:  Set  and entered accurately .8 .

Genre and Language:  Selected on each p latform.9 .

Copyright Info:  R ights owner  conf i rmed.10 .

PRO Registration:  Regi stered with  IPRS and/or  PPL

Indi a  i f  appl icable .

11 .

Album Artwork:  H igh-qual ity  and ready for

distr ibut ion.

12 .

By fol lowing this  checkl ist ,  you ensure that  every

detai l  is  covered,  maximiz ing your  music ’s  reach and

revenue potentia l .  This  gui de ensures Indi an music i ans

have a  stra ightforward approach to  handl ing metadata

for  eff ic ient  royalty  col lect ion and music  management.


